
English: Y10 Parents 
Information Evening



English 
Language 
and 
Literature. 



The exams. 

4 exams  (2 for each Language and Literature) 

English Language English Literature 

Paper 1:
• one unseen fiction extract
• 4 questions based on the extract(40 marks)
• 1 question on creative writing. (40 marks)
1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 1: two essays. 
• Macbeth 
• A Christmas Carol 
1 hour and 45 minutes
One choice of question, extract included. 

Paper 2: 
• two unseen non-fiction extracts. 
• 4 questions based on the extract(40 marks)
• 1 question on creative writing. (40 marks)
1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2: three essays and one short questions. 
• Modern Text (either An Inspector Calls or DNA)
• Power and Conflict poetry anthology. 
• Unseen poetry (1 essay, 1 comparison question)
2 hours and 15 minutes. 
Modern Text (choice of two questions, no extract) 
Anthology Poetry: one choice of question, one printed 
poem to compare another from memory



Quotes, quotes, quotes…
One of the biggest challenges for English 
Literature exams is remembering quotes. 

In lessons….
In displays….
For homework….

At home: pupils can make flashcards and test 
themselves/with you. 



Setting up a revision timetable:

• Try to cover a mix of language and literature revision. 

• Spread out over year 10 and year 11 in time with the internal 
assessments and gaps in knowledge and understanding. 

• Year 10 can focus on literature revision, but in year 11, it’s a challenge 
to do both. 



How to revise for English Language and Literature

• Recall / Retrieval Practice – involves a quiz to test to see what you can 
remember. 
• Every lesson will start with a recall starter to test your knowledge and 

understanding of both language and literature. 

• They must be done in silence and without using any notes. 

• Flashcards can be made of those you can’t remember. 

• A flash card can look something like this: 

Motif of blood in Macbeth

1. Presence of blood acts as obvious reminder of 
death

2. Reminds characters of the consequences of their 
actions 

3. imaginary blood symbolic of guilt 
4. Eventually, bloody hands is linked to 

escalating madness. 



2. Spaced practice versus cramming. 

It is important you go over things that you have studied in the last lesson, as 
well as what you covered last week, last month, last year. 

Homework revision will help you do this as it will cover all the literature you 
have studied in year 10, as well as some of the new English Language topics. 

Friday’s lessons will be purely literature and focus on exam technique and 
essay writing. Your homework will be linked to the topic of the Friday lesson 
and change every two weeks. 

How to revise for English Language and Literature



3. Once you’ve revised the plot, characters, key quotes and then 
themes of each of the literature texts, you are ready to attempt the 
exam style questions.

You could: 

1. Practice thesis statements for each exam question 

2. Plan an answer include your 4 or 5 main areas. 

3. Write topic sentences for each  paragraph and which quotes you’d 
include. 

4. Write at least one paragraph, or the whole essay!

How to revise for English Literature Focus on plot, characters, key 
quotes and themes THEN move 
on to essay writing. 



For a deeper understanding: 

Head to the British Library to read 
around the texts. It will help you 
to develop a higher level of 
analysis. 

Or genius.com for line by line 
analysis of the poems, plays and 
prose you’ve studied. 



Getting ready for unseen texts for English Language 

Practise: 

• Answering questions on texts from different dates and genres. 

• Zooming in on specific quotes that contain interesting language 

• Looking at structure carefully: beginning, end, structural shifts. 

• Identifying the precise effect of both language and structure. 

• Thinking about the writer’s intentions and whether they are 
successful. 



Glossary

For English Language and Literature, 
there is an extensive list of vocabulary 
you need to learn, which is specific to 
the subject. 

Aiming for those high grades, means 
we need to be continually using that 
vocabulary in both our written work 
and our verbal answers. 

Use the glossary to remind you of the 
meanings of those words, and how to 
spell them correctly. 



Good resources 
from the internet: 



Bad resources from the internet: 

Lots of pupils were penalised in the 2022 summer exams 
for plagiarism following his advice and using his pre-
prepared story for the creative writing element (the free 
story series, called The Priest). 



To help my child succeed at GCSE English, I can…

English Language English Literature

Encourage them to buy and work through the 
revision guides

Encourage them to re-read their set texts and 
then get them to test themselves using BBC 
Bitesize.

Buy a quality newspaper once a week/on 
Guardian/BBC website and encourage them 
to read an article from a different section of 
the paper.

Watch versions of each set text: a lot of 
Macbeth is on youtube; other texts can be 
found on DVD.

Test them on the key language terminology 
their teacher has given them in their glossary. 

Buy revision guides for each of the set texts. 

Make sure they revise their lesson notes 
regularly. 

Make sure they revise their lesson notes 
regularly. 

Visit the KS4 English area of the student 
sharepoint for more suggestions and work 
books for Paper 1 and Paper 2. 

Test them regularly on their learning of 
quotations. All the Literature exam is closed 
book, so quotes need to be memorised. With 
3 set texts and 15 poems, this is a mammoth 
task, so the sooner they start, the better!

Help them improve their SPaG by working 
through the CGP Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar book. 

Visit the KS4 English area of the student 
sharepoint for more suggestions and work 
books for many of the set texts. 



Revision Guides for GCSE English 
Language and Literature

Some are more helpful than others. 

Understand how to use them effectively: 

1. Use to make notes – not copying out huge 
chunks but reading and summarising to 
ensure understanding. 

2. Most have practice papers at the back. 
3. Make flashcards
4. Some are workbooks so have more 

questions and answers instead of just 
information. 
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